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UNH senior wins top honor for research at
UK conference
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Through Her Eyes
Anti-Cancer
IN THIS COURTESY PHOTO, GARRETT THOMPSON '16 POSES WITH HIS
AWARD-WINNING RESEARCH.

Imagine a way to predict and detect cancer at the DNA level —
allowing for treatment much earlier than current diagnostic
methods.
That is just what Garrett
Thompson ’16 of
Newmarket, New
Hampshire, is hoping to

In His Words
Thompson describes his
award-winning research.
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engineering, and professor
Trevor Davies, his University
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universities.
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he adds.
Thompson says the IROP
grant has opened many
doors.

higher rates, I would see
a higher resistance. It
was this difference in
"resistance value" that
allowed me to detect

“My research experience at

mutated versus normal

UNH pushed me to seek

DNA.

more opportunities to do
similar research. I love
exploring and meeting new people from diverse backgrounds, so
an IROP was a perfect fit. I was able to complete meaningful
research while still being able to travel and go on new adventures.
My IROP experience has taught me a lot about the specific area
that I research,” he explains, adding, “I have had
multiple opportunities to present my work, which as sharpened my
scientific communication skills.”
Thompson will be presenting his work at the 2016 AIChE
Conference in San Francisco, California, this month.
Thompson also stays busy outside of the classroom and lab. He is
an advanced EMT at Newmarket Fire and Rescue and enjoys
outdoor adventures — having hiked most of the state’s 4,000-foot
peaks and backpacked in the White Mountains. He is also
involved in helping others succeed as a mentor with UNH’s Center
for Academic Resources.
Donors Dana Hamel, Frank and Patricia Noonan and Samuel and
Sarah Paul made Thompson’s IROP grant possible.
“I would like to thank the
Hamel Center for
Undergraduate Research for
providing me with this
wonderful and rewarding
opportunity,” Thompson

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2016/10/cancer-detective[6/10/2022 10:04:12 AM]

The Cancer Detective | UNH Today

THOMPSON WITH HIS MENTORS AT
UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER
COURTESY PHOTO

says, adding that the center
provides exceptional
resources “to get students
involved with research” —

from IROP and travel grants to SURF Abroad and REAP.
Halpern, who has sponsored two IROP students in his three years
at UNH, agrees, noting, “The focus is on making sure excellent
students get experiences they would not be able to have on
campus.”
And, he adds, the students bring that expertise back to campus.
“It not only helps the students but the research projects here as
well,” he says.
As for his plans after graduation in December, Thompson has
applied for a Fulbright scholarship to return to England to pursue
his master’s degree in public health.
“Eventually, I plan on attending medical school,” he says.

Want to learn more about the
resources available through the
Hamel Center for Undergraduate
Research? Visit the center’s online
home here.
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